
















AOPANEWS 
AWC AIRLINE-STYLE 
WEATHER BRIEFINGS 
NOW AVAILABLE TO 
AOPA MEMBERS AT 
200/0 DISCOUNT 

American Weather Concepts is now offer
ing a 20% discount to AOPA members on the 
same weather briefing services it provides to 
major airlines. This complete suite of real-time 
graphic and textual weather products is avail
able through AOPA ONLINE in the Members 
Only area <www.aopa.org>. 

"For many pilots, the free weather graphics 
and information already available on AOPA 
ONLINE Aviation Weather will supply every
thing needed for VFR flight planning," said 
Andrew Horelick AOPA senior vice president 
for products and services. "But other pilots 
may prefer a professional, airline-style weather 
briefing for the most up-to-the-minute weather 
images available." 

American Weather Concepts (AWC) is one 
of the technology leaders in weather informa
tion services, providing enhanced weather 
products to a wide variety of clients including 
airlines such as TWA and Reno Air and char
ter services such as Executive Jet. 

Through an exclusive agreement, AOPA 
members may subscribe to AWC Basic Services 
for $4.00 per month - a 20% discount from the 
published subscription price. That provides 
unlimited access to AWC weather graphics and 
textual information. For an additional $2.40 per 
month, members may also have unlimited ac
cess to real-time NEXAD Doppler radar images 
- the same services provided to the airlines. 

Among the many enhanced weather services 
available to AOPA members through this spe
cial offer from American Weather Concepts: 
• Animated Weather Loops 
Three-hour "loops" of both the national infra
red satellite images and composite radar im
ages. These moving images - similar to those 
�u�s�~�d� by TV weathermen permit a pilot to view 
the progress of storm systems across the coun
try. 
• AvCast & QuickCast 
Easy-to-use graphical interfaces that collect all 
of the information needed for a complete 
weather briefing, including decoded METAR 
reports for the U. S. and Canada, area forecasts, 
TAFs, SIGMETS, pilot reports and regional 
NEXRAD Doppler radar and satellite images. 
• Storm Track 
Movement and evolution of major storms in 
the U. S. and Canada. 
• Weather Depiction and Surface Station 
Maps 
Updated hourly, both maps include data for 
both the U.S. and Canada. 

THIS JUST IN: 
(As we ...,., to press this letter from FAA hadqua fws INS redeted ", tile 
Qucrrtedy. More 'II our aut Issue.) 

May 23, 1997 

Dear Mr. Adams: 
Acting Administrator Valentine has asked me to respond to your letter of April 14 con

cerning the Fargo, North Dakota, Flight Standards District Office (FSOO). 
As you are aware, we recently conducted an evaluation of the Fargo FSOO. The evalua

tion report included a number of recommendations. After careful review of the report, we 
asked that an action plan be developed to implement the changes recommended by the 
evaluation team. The Great Lakes Flight Standards Division manager worked with the 
Great Lakes Regional Administrator and the Fargo office manager to develop this action 
plan. 

The plan identifies a number of actions that the office will undertake. They include: 
New Procedures 
• Develop a new office procedure to improve processing time of FAA Form 337, Major 

Repair and Alteration; 
• Establish a new office procedure to ensure that manuals and other documents returned 

for corrective actions provide adequate explanations of all deficiencies; and 
• Develop a procedure to involve the manager or assistant manager in issues where tech-

nical guidance is being changed to ensure responses meet all regulatory requirements. 
Improved Communication 
• Conduct regularly scheduled customer feedback visits; and 
• Communicate with the aviation community through a quarterly newsletter. 
Additional Training 
Office personnel will receive training on: 
• Effective interpersonal communications; 
• Conflict resolution; and 
• A specially designed course on constructive communications while fuJfiJJing regulatory 

enforcement responsibilities. 
Information Sharinll 
• Develop a packet of guidance materials for new applicants requesting operator and air 

agency certification; 
• Prepare and present to the public a program on how to read and understand Federal 

Aviation Regulations and how to develop a useful and effective air taxi manual; and 
• Develop and present a Federal Aviation Administration approved inspection authoriza

tion renewal meeting. 
The Great Lakes Flight Standards Division manager will conduct a follow-up evaluation 

and hold meetings with aviation industry and state aviation officials to assess the impact of 
these changes and to solicit their comments and input. 

I believe the above actions are fully responsive to the issues you raised in your com
plaint. We want to assure you that appropriate measures will be accomplished in order to 
alleviate the perception that some have of the Fargo FSOO. 

Sincerely, 
Guy S. Gardner 
Associate Administrator for Regulation and Certification 

Severe Weather Watches 
• Flight Level Hazards - U.S. and Canada 
• Airport Weather Delays 

A 24-hour forecast of weatheHaused airport 
delays in the U.S. and Canada. 

Much of the weather data available through 
an AWC subscription is updated more fre
quently than free graphics available on the 
Internet. For example, AWC updates compos
ite radar and NEXRAD Doppler radar images 
every 15 minu tes, sa tellHe images every 30 
minutes. 
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"AOPA always strives to find the best prod
uct at the best price for our members," said 
Horelick. "For those pilots who need the most 
complete and up-te-date weather information 
available, AWC services are among the very 
best. And with the discount to AOPA members, 
they're a great value as well." 

AOPA members may sign up for a free, 14-
day trial subscription to American Weather 
Concepts services through AOPA ONLINE. 

First-time visitors to the AOPA ONLINE 
Members Only area will need their AOPA 
member number to register. 



NDAAANEWS 
PILOTS IN COMMAND AT NDAAA FOR '97 
Congratulations to the newly elected officers of the 
North Dakota Agricultural Aviation Association. 
President Mike Deck 
RR 2, Box 36, Hillsboro, ND 58045, 701/436-5880/fax 436-5881 

Vice President Jim Plath 
4875158th Ave. SE, Davenport, ND 58021,701/645-2244 

NDAC Representative Bill Beeks 
PO Box 398, Washburn, ND 58577, 701/426-3796 (H), 701/426-3593 (0) 

NW Director Gene Knutson 
Box 39, Tioga, ND 58852, 701/664-2760 

Also , thank you to those continuing in their elected positions. 
NE Director John Jensen 
2016 4th Ave. N, Grand Forks, ND 58201 
701 / 772-6510/ 0ffice 218/ 773-0808 

SW Director J.B. Linquist 
PO Box 429, Hettinger, ND 58639 
701 / 567-2223/ 0ffice 567-2069 

SE Director Rick Hoistad 
PO Box 221, Forman, ND 58032 
701 / 724-3068 / Fax 724-6235 

NAAA Director Dale Faust" 
PO Box 1029, Casselton, ND 58102 
701 / 347-4723/ Fax 347-5642 
"Dale Faust serves as the alternate NAAA Director while Rick Hoistad serves as NAAA 
Vice President 

Lefs Celebrate! 
The Aeronautics commission will observe their 50th Anniversary with a celebration on Satur

day, July 26, 1997, at the Bismarck Airport. The event will include displays, fly-bys and hangar 
dance in the evening. The Association has been asked to locate agricultural sprayers for displays 
and fly-bys . Please contact the NDAAA at 701 / 642-5m, if you have vintage (Stearman, PA-ll 
or similar) or contemporary aircraft that can be displayed. This is an opportunity to promote 
agricultural aviation plus demonstrate our appreciation to the North Dakota Aeronautics Com
mission for the leadership it has shown over the last 50 years. 

,. 
(Chairman 's Corner continued from cover) 

significant. I think the entire Council agrees 
that this is an important qualifier. 

The work has already begun. Members of 
almost everyone of the organiza tions tha t 
make up the Aviation Council have been af
fected by unusual FAA rulings. The Council 
and the Aeronautics Commission have jointly 
begun to catalogue these unusual rulings and 
present them to the top levels of the FAA. As 
soon as we know something we pass it along. 
We are commited to fostering cooperation be
tween the industry and the FAA as we work 
together toward the common goal of maxi
mum achievable safety. 

You can do several things to help: 

• Support your member organization 
and encourage everyone who eligible 
to join. 

• Communicate with the Council 
representative from your organization. 
Let him know what the Council is 
doing right and where it needs to do 
better. 

• Consider joining other member 
organizations if you are eligible. Our 
only strength comes from our numbers. 
This is always true when we try to 
influence legislation. 

• Attend every symposium and encour
age your friends to attend. The work of 
the council is expensive and the only 
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MEMBERSHIP 
Thank you to those who have paid their 1997 

membership to the NDAAA. Membership fees 
are still being accepted . Please forward the 
correct amount to NDAAA, PO Box 843, 
Wahpeton, ND 58074, if you wish to become a 
member of the Association. The fees are: 

Operator Membership ............ .. .. ... $50.00 
Pilot Membership .................... .. .. ... $10.00 
Allied Membership .... .. .... .............. $50.00 
Associated Membership ............ .. .. $10.00 

PAnERN TESTING 
WEATHERED OUT 

The weather was not favorable during the 
scheduled pattern testing of Minnesota and 
North Dakota ag aircraft. It may be difficult to 
reschedule an all-day event thus arrangements 
can be rnade directly with Vern Hofman,NDSU 
Extension Service. Please contact him at 701/ 
231-7236 if you are interested in pattern test
ing now or later in the season. 

SERVICE It 
DEDICATION 

Ostlund Chemical was the recipient of the 
NDAAA 1997 Service Award that was given 
during the banquet at the Upper Midwest Avia
tion Symposium. The Association appreciates 
the continual support offered by Ostland 
through their education programs and the 
"Ostlund Air Force". Elton Ruble of Elf ATO 
Chern demonstrated his endorsement of ag 
aviation educational programs with a $600 
donation. The funding for this donation is gen
erated from the sale of Penncozeb and Penncap 
by aerial applicators. The NDAAA is thankful 
for the continued support received from these 
companies and other who have been so gener
ous. 

income the council receives is from the 
symposium. Member organizations 
pay nothing to belong. 

Your Aviation Council is committed to mak
ing the symposium bigger better and more 
valuable to you, a member, every year. Some 
of the new responsibilities that the organiza
tion members have mandated to the Council 
will give us a new voice and a powerful influ
ence in the future of a new era in aviation. Let 
us know how we are doing. 
Until next March, thanks again for your par
ticipation. 
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NORTHERN 
NEIGHBORS FLY-IN 
SCHEDULED FOR 
MINOT 

On July 27th Northern Neighbors Day will 
be celebrating both the 50th anniversary of the 
United States Air Force and 40th anniversary 
of Minot Air Force Base. Air show activities will 
include flying demonstrations by the U.S. Air 
Force F-16; U.S. Navy; F-18 and simulated 
Protechnic Bombing runs will be demonstrated 
by the B52 Stratofortess. Canadian participa
tion will include flying demonstrations by the 
CAFB Moosejaw Tudors, a military and civil
ian static display of current military aircraft and 
World War II aircraft will be present. 

A civilian aircraft fly-in is planned. This will 
include a pancake breakfast and FAA Aviation 
Safety seminar. Pilots and passengers will be 
aUowed to park on the base and also attend 
the air show activities. To participate in this fly
in activity please contact Minot Air Force Base 
operations for the necessary landing waivers 
and scheduling. The base operations phone 
number is 701 / 723-2347. 

Aviatioll Art COlltest willllers, (age 6-9) Edward Urban, David Basaraba, loeseph Odenl/ann; (age 10-13) 
Mirallda Walks, Eric Price, lessica Kovaloff; (age 14-17) Matt Heyde, Rachel Stewart, Brad Walhood, were 
honored by UMAS '97 participants at a luncheon held durillg the symposium. (Not all willners are pictured) 
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